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(2) Political Equality
Political equality requires that every mem
ber of the community possess the same opport unity
to participate- in the nation's political
decision- making process.

However, the right to vote in fact does not
real power over political decision. Some totalitarian nations have the voting system but the decisions are not based on the result of the vote. So
political equality requires that each member of
the community must be able to vote and also
have his or her vote counted and given equal
weight as every other vote cast.

(3) Popular Consultation

Democracy, the best polity out of the
worse.
WINSTON.C.CHURCHILL
(A) WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?
There are different opinions on the nature
of democracy, as an end or as a means. One
opinion regards democracy itself as an end.
Democracy regulates itself . overtime. On the
other hand, democracy is sometimes regarded as
a means of governing a state.
If we consider the meaning of the word
democracy (in Greek: demos and kratbs), we will
discover that democracy means rule by people.
Then, what kind of people are they and by
what means should they be employed to rule?
Are all people, who are considered citizens, enti
tied to rule? Should every minute affair be
discussed by the whole community?
We use the term community to denote the
mass which rules the country, and some qualities
of this group of people are implied. This group of
people should exclude the group of mentally
handicapped, children (differently defined in
different countries), and so on.In addition, we
cannot exercise athenian (direct) democracy in
most modern countries, since it involves too
many people. We cannot call on the whole country to decide whether to give a driving licence to
a man or not. Therefore, most of us will choose
the other way of exercising democracy, indirect
democracy. In indirect democracy, the members
of a society delegate their ruling right to a small
group of people. They just reserve the right to
change their choice on who they choose to represent them.
We will look at the communist and the
non-commuriist models of democracy first. Then
we will focus on the areas of agreement on the
non-communists model of democracy and derive
four functional definitions of democracy.

Russian and Chinese models
The core of the Russian conception of
democracy is the conviction that true democracy
is a regime whose actions always advance the real
interests and welfare of the mass, that is, what is
"objectively “ good for people. So, democracy is
essentially a matter of what the government does,
not how the government decides what to do. It is
a type of government for the people but not
necessarily by the people.
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The Chinese model is very similar to the
Russian one. Besides, it emphasizes the "massline"—the integration of the party's leadership
with physical power of the mass in building true
communism.
For the non-communist model there are
three areas of agreement on democracy: political
equality, governmental response to popular will
and majority rule rather than minority rule.

Political Equality
First, in a democratic state, every member
of the community must have the same legal and
actual opportunity to participate in the process of
political decision.
The communist type of democracy have no
such characteristics, since members of the communist party enjoy greater opportunities than the
average people.

Governmental Response to the
Popular view
This property is the most significant difference with that of the communist conception of
democracy. A government should always do what
the people want it to do. Therefore, democracy
is rule by the people, not rule for the people.

Majority Rule
Political decisions are based on the majority. That is, the policy which gets a comparatively
larger number of support from the members of a
society should be chosen.

Four Functional^ Definitions of Democracy
The following four definitions are
based on the functions of a government
That is, a government is said to be a democracy if it preforms at least the following functions.

(1) Popular Sovereignty
The principal of popular, sovereignty requires that basic governmental decision power be
vested on all members of the community.
The word sovereignty needs some explanation. It is. characteristic of any modern nation
that the nation allows itself to command a full
and exclusive legal power to make laws and enforce them on the people within its territory and
under its jurisdiction.

The principle of popular consulation involves two points. First, the government must
provide some channels for the collection of the
wills of different members in the community.
Second, after public views are collected the
government must try their best to adhere to the
public will. Accordingly, the claim of a policy to
being 'democratic' is determined by how it is arrived on, rather than by its content.

(4) Majority Rule
The principle of majority rule is quite simple. In an active way, the government should do
what the majority wants it to do. In a passive
way the government should not act against the
will of the majority. However, this principle
attracts the greatest number of criticisms and the
solution, which involves the concepts of limited
and unlimited majority rule, will be discussed
later.

(B) WHY DEMOCRACY?
We will now discuss some criticisms on
democracy and their counter-arguments, and
then see why we still need democracy.

First of all, one of the criticisms is levied
at the principle of majority rule. It is quite
obvious that the opinions of the majority is not
necessarily any better that of the minority. It is
especially true in issues that require special
knowledge, such as scientific research and its implications on environmental pollution. If more
decision-making power is given to the scientists,
the task of environmental protection will be done
better. Moreover, the principle of majority rule
permits the tyranny of majority. If the government is totally obedient to the majority's will,
some basic rights of the minority may be sacrificed. For example, if the majority of my classmates were to agree to give me a fail in the examination, no matter how I actually do in the examination, and the teacher were to follow the
rule completely, then I would be treated unfairly.
Besides, we sometimes cannot distinguish which
group is the majority merely by a quantitative
approach，as in a vote of 49 versus 51 in 100
members.

The second point of argument against
democracy is that the efficiency of a democractic
polity is very low. And finally, democracy is
being criticized on the grounds that it is actually
rule, by a small group of people—the irony of oligarchy, which means ail organizations are dominated by a small group of people continually.

a huge and complex level which is necessary to
the existence of modern society.

theorectially, it is still possible that a consensus
cannot be reached and we must use a quantitative
method to make the decision . There are numerous examples which show that consensus works in
this kind of situation. Finally, democracy does
not necessarily mean that no special power is
given to certain people to allow them to do their
jobs more efficiently.However it should be admitted that the delegation of this power may, sometimes, be slower than present needs demand . It
is a trade-off to avoid power being delegated to
the people that the community does not trust.

Counter Arguments
First, 1,11 introduce the concepts of limited
majority rule and unlimited majority rule. Unlimited majority rule permits the tyrany of majority because the government is totally obedient to
the will of the majority. But in the limited majority principle, any political decision is confined to
a boundary that the government cannot overstep.
And this boundary is always the constitution or
some basic human rights. Some nations have a
judicial review on governmental policy to ensure
that the majority have not stepped across the
line. In conclusion, in limited majority rule, the
majority rules within a boundary to avoid the
tyranny of majority and to defend the rights of
the minority.
In situations where we cannot define
which is the majority by a quantitative approach,
we should take into account the qualitative meaning of majority rule—the consensus. If such a situation arises consensus must be sought and a
new policy must be formulated, although.

Furthernore, democracy gives us a way to
get rid of the government. When we feel that the
government is unable to serve us we can change
it, provided there are alternatives.
Following the same argument, we have a
peaceful way to change an administration . It is
extremely important and desirable, for without
this, violence will always be employed as a
means. For example., China has suffered from
this for a long history. The rise of new
lasUes
always means a number of massacre

Another criticism levied on democracy
concern its efficientcy. It is true that the efficiency of the decision making process is low. However, the loss of efficiency is sacrificed to obtain the
legitimacy of .the final policy which, in return,
will be very efficient when put into practice, because it has obtained the general agreement. In
some totalitarian states, the speed of policy determination is very fast but when these policies
are put into effect, because it lacks the legitimacy
endorsed by its people the efficiency in this sense
is very low, and brings about even stronger social
control or failure of the policy.

Finally, democracy of the limited majority
rule type can safeguard some basic human rights
by means of a seperate institution of judicial review.^ Although it is not a natural logical consequence of democracy, it is always true that no
one is willing to give up their human rights,
therefore it is acceptable to say that human rights
wili always be safeguarded in the exercise of
democracy, because all members will vote for it.
We have gone over the criticisms and the
counter-arguments together with some of the
merits of democracy. We may note that democracy have some important characteristics, particularly, the control of government which other
alternatives cannot give. Therefore we need
democracy.

Finally, there is the criticism that democracy is not really practised in the so-called "democratic" coumries,rather they are rule by oligarchy.
Here we must know that silence is also a type of
opinion of the mass it means they are satisfied,
tolerant or they have no idea on the existing policies. The important point is,when they are not
satisfied,whefher they have equal chance of participation. Democracy will ensure there is the
chance.
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Some Merits of Democracy
Apart from the criticisms on democracy,
we should note that democracy have several
merits.
Tallcot Parsons considered democracy to
be resulted from social changes and its functions
permit the adaptive boundary to be maintained at

Twenty Minutes of Solitude

the groove, we are confined by them, and will not know that
somewhere outside there is something more.
身

“Is it a trick after aU7" I thought.
NINE O'CLOCK CLASS .

Dcik

TUESDAY MORNING.

I was standing in front of a window, looking down onto the
streets. It was full of traffic down there. Cars were moving incessantly, so were the people. A scavenger was sweeping the fallen leaves,
grouping them into heaps. A car was passing •.... swish ..... it flew
past, leaving an inconsiderate eddy which was visibile from the
spiralling leaves - inconsiderate in that the scavenger had to sweep
them all again. It seemed that the scavenger was used to it. So he
picked up his broom, and started sweeping again.
'What would I do if I

I thought. "Would I have other

But the scavenger hadn't. What else could he do anyway? Could
he jot down the number of the car and go somewhere to complain, or
could he throw away his broom and say to himself. "Godamnit, I'll
get done with this bloody business!”？ He couldn't, simply because it
was his job and he had to earn his living. So his best bet was to give
a few curses and pick up his broom again. He had no other choice but
to get used to it,

is something that will
because he will
in
that he is able to ezploite,
that he can afford to be inconsiderate. He may not consdous of these,
though he is certainly not totally unknowing of these deep within
his subsciousness. It is a big wet
every aspect of ours; but like the

So the leaves were grouped into heaps again, and the cars and the
people moved incessantly as usual.
"Is that a trick after all? That life is a tautology?" So I thought.
T w e n t y IMiiuiles

TO NINE,

TUESDAY MORNING.

It happened that I got up a little bit earlier this morning, and it
happened that the God damned tunnel was less congested. It happened that nobody was in the classroom, and it happened that
conditioner was out of o
So I
down onto the street.
Suddenly it struck me that the
from the scene a week ago. I tried to figure out what that was, until I
became aware of the flowers on the trees. They
The sunlight that I had been longing for eventually
the flowors. They were the antecedence.of spring. The scavenger was
sweeping and the people and the cars were moving as they were, but
with the coming of the spring, they looked different.
'Perhaps they
’ So I thouffht.

different, or perhaps I am different; I can'

NINE, sharp. TUESDAY MORNING.
My classmates came into the classroom. "Cold", somebody said,
notice anything different?'
No answer.
"But a new day begins." So I thought.
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