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list at any time and any place provided
I'm free" is really a great and
‘generous’ reply to the reporters who
want to K5ve an interview with Mr. Wong, our new
counsellor.
Wong Shui Wai，33, got his first degree in Biology in 1983. In his final year in university, he
contemplated if he was really suitable to be a
scientist, a career that he dreamed of since his
childhood. This contemplation finally led to the
conclusion that he was not suitable or, as he put it,
he preferred meeting people to facing chemicals
and RATS in laboratories!
•
So fond ot meeting people, Wong chose teaching as his first career. But, he soon found out that
teaching was hardly challenging, partly because his
students were pure and partly because they were
industrious.
“You see, without much effort, I could have a
class of good students and it was not in any way
rewarding. I just found myself inside a greenhouse,
well protected, and so I decided to quit after a
year, he said, frowning a bit.
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In the years with the Social Welfare Department, Wong worked in the Family Service Centre
dealing with cases on child care, elderly problems!
divorce and behavioral problem youth.
“Oh，divorce cases! Being green in the field at
that time, I was not keen on handling that kind of
cases and, you know, most of my clients simply
ended up divorced," he recalled, smiling and shaking his head.
At that time he also worked as a medical
social worker, looking into problems connected
with patients suffering from stroke and took up the
job as a probation officer.
By the time he graduated, he was invited by
his friend to join Caritas Hong Kong as an
outreaching social worker.
"Outreaching? What's that?" one of the
reporters cut in.
Outreaching service, Wong explained, is
aimed at helping the marginal youth, aged between
6 and 24.
“Don't think that they are free from problems.
On the surface, they go snooping around together
happily, they've some money to spend with and
they've got a job. But, problems connected with
sex，drugs, triad society, crimes and so forth also
go with them," he added seriously.
In order to help the marginal youth, Wong and
his colleagues had to get their trusts and realise
their problems at first.

.u H }yong loved meeting people and tackling
， 3 challenging things, he then stepped into the
field of social work.
^o become a well-trained personnel in the
field，he studied social work part-time while working in the Social Welfare Department and he finally
earned his Master Degree in Social Work in 1988.
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‘‘You see, the marginal youth all have a common characteristic that they will never visit a
youth centre where rules and regulations, something they detest, exist and so we've got to go to
wherever they like, for instance, billiard centres,
video-game centres, playgrounds, etc to meet
them’’，explained Wong professionally.
When asked of his impressive experience in
the outreaching service, Wong became very
excited.
"Oh! I've got a whole lot to say and you'd better stop me amid if it's too long and it must be!" he
joked, making a funny face.
Once, Wong and his colleagues organized a
football match for 2 groups of youngsters who were
supposed to be unknown to one another. However,
it turned out that the 2 parties were 'enemies'who
wanted to fight each other violently.
"I think the most impressive experience is the
satisfaction obtained when I could really help my
clients out of the darkness and build up a very deep
relationship with them," he recalled sincerely.
‘‘Actually，the job was very unique and so
were the people I met. You just couldn't feel the
saipe way they feel and know the way they think,
especially when they've taken drugs. They simply
have a very different culture for their own and we,
outreaching social workers, are to bridge up the
gap between their culture and their world with that
of the outside world," he explained, nodding for assurance.
Most of us, as outsiders often look down upon
the marginal youth, thinking that they are nothing
at all.
‘‘At the very beginning, when I first came to
contact with them, I did feel that they were very,
very bad indeed, but soon after building up a closer
relationship with them and knowing them better, I
got a different view," he told the reporters.
‘‘They did have many positive aspects as well.
For instance, they would help you regardless of the
cost if they really regarded yoir- as a REAL
FRIEND，，，he emphasized.
“Besides，they were very clever indeed,
although they may use their intelligence in the
wrong way!" he continued with a sigh.
Talking about the 'goods' and 'bads' of the job,
he gave a merry smile.
"It was just wonderful because I could always
wear casual wears — T-shirts, shorts, etc, and I
could talk freely," he recalled happily and
excitedly, “and I . . . I always kept some jokes in
my head," he continued, bursting into laughter, “so
as not to bore my clients who might well feel bored
with me and didn't talk to me, and how I could help
them...，’

“Of course, apart from the happiness, I've got
also some bad habits, such as their jargons which I
may be used sometimes in my conversations
unconsciously and I have to be very aware of this
because in different settings a different set of
language should be used," he claimed.
On the whole, Wong was satisfied with his job
as a social worker. But what is the reason as to his
coming to Lingnan?
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“Before joining Lingnan College, I have been
a part-time lecturer at Hong Kong Shue Yan College where I experienced enjoyment in designmg
curriculum for a new course, getting encouraging
feedback from students and developing very good
relationship with students as well as other
lecturers. Working in tertiary institutions began to
appeal to me," explained Wong.
"But why counselling?" one of the reporters
cut in again.
.
“Being a student Counsellor requires a wide
range of knowledge and skills and plays the role of
promoting students' balanced growth as a whole
person. Being a person fond of meeting new
people, new things and new stimulation, I take up
the post as a challenge. Therefore, when I saw the
ad. for this post in the papers, I just applied for it
right away and LUCKILY, I am here talking with
you," he told the reporters, smiling.
“So what's your feelings, so far, towards
Lingnan?" the reporters asked.
“Oh，it is fine! Although some students talk to
me about their dissatisfaction with Lingnan — the
canteen is small, there lacks recreational facilities,
and all sort of these things, you know, I still find
Lingnan a lovely place," he explained to the
reporters.
^
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"You see, the rooms and other facilities are
‘tightly’ used but I think it is better than that in the
past. The main thing is probably to see things in a
positive point of view and you'll always find a way
out without much difficulties. Otherwise, it 11 be
very bad to go through the limitations the environment gives you."
"How about the students here?
“They are pure, polite and friendly replied
Wong, smiling, “and besides, they are intellectual.
Talking about students, Wong suggested near
the end of the interview that students should plan
their career early in, at best, the first year because,
as he emphasized, diploma or degree holders do
not take much advantages of others; there are numerous of them and keen competition does exist.
"And of course, I welcome all of the College
students to talk to me about their career and
everything at their, or perhaps, my earliest convenience!" Wong assured.
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