ASTROLOGY

and

1

Personality

Introduction:
The ancient Greek philosopher says: 'know yourself.
This is a good advice. Owing to our limited knowledge, it is
difficult to make our choice wisely. For instances, in education (what should / study?), in choosing a career (what
should / pursue?), even in love (with whom should I marry ？).
Indeed, whenever we have to make some important decisions
about our future, we usually get confused.

Thus, it is the point of many subjects that try to help
people understand themselves. For instance, in psychology,
various theories ain{ing at explaining one's behaviour are
developed. The social learning theory emphasizes the
importance of reward and punishment one obtained in one's
past experience. It asserts that human behaviour is the result
of continuous interaction between personal and
environmental variables. Personalities vary greatly owing to
the different experiences in the course of growing up. In
contrast, the psychoanalytic school focuses on the
unconscious motives which direct human behaviour.
According to Freud, sex and aggression are the two most
important instincts that drive human actions. Personality is
shaped in relation to the extent which the two instincts
are satisfied in one's childhood.
Both approaches assert that one's personality is
influenced by one's past experience. External environment
plays an important role. However, there are other approaches
that put more emphasis on the genius factor. Astrology is
one of them although it is never said to be scientific：
Astrology asserts that human personality is governed by
universal law. There is a connection between the time of
birth, the specific planet position, one's personality and his
fate. According to the Astrology approach, mankind can be
grouped into twelve clusters by “month” (from the 21st of
each calendar month to the 21st of the next calendar month).
People bom in the same month, even though they experience
different process of socialization, they would have certain
kinds of common qualities, in other words，common personality.
-
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Due to many of these different approaches on how personality are developed, we have great curiosity on exploring
which approach contributes the greatest part of explanation
of human persomality. Astrology, which has been criticized
by many people as non-scientific is the first approach that
is chosen by us to study. Thus, an exploratory research was
held in order to have a better understanding of it.
2 Methodology:
a. Personality Variables: In common usage, the word
"personality’，has a number of meanings. When we say
that someone has “a lot of personality ”，we are actually
referring to that individuaVs social effectiveness and appeal
In this study, we divide personality into six variables.
Firstly, Projection, that is, the ability to influence the others.
Secondly’ Vision, that, is, a strong belief in the central
importance of goal. Thirdly, Creativity, that is, a strong
instinct for problem solving. Fourthly, Introversion/Extroversion. Fithly, Calm I Excitable. And the last one is
Rational/Emotional
Population: all citizens in Hong Kong whose age are
over 18.
c. Sampling Method: Quota Sampling (non-random)
method is used.
d. Date Collection: Survey is used in which 101 close-ended
item questionnaire are made to collect
data by interviewing.
e. Sampling size: 100

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WITH HIGH TENDENCY IN THE FOLLOWING CHARTERS
ASTROLOGY
PROJECTION VISION CREATIVITY EXTROVER EXCITABLE RATIONAL
CAPRICORN
0
100.0
50.0
0
50.0
50.0
AQUARIUS
0
50.0
50.0
0
50.0
50.0
PISCES
0
0
100.0
100.0
0
100.0
ARIES
33.3
66.7
33.3
33.3
S3.3
33.3
TAURUS
50.0
• 50.0
0
50.0
0
0
GEMINI
0
50.0
75.0
50.0
75.0
75.0
CANCER
40.0
40.0
40.0
20.0
40.0
80.0
LEO
50.0
0
0
0
0
0
VIRGO
40.0
60.0
40.0
20.0
80.0
40.0
LIBRA
66.7
66.7
0
66 J
0
33.3
SCORPIO
25.0 •
0
73.0
50.0
50.0
25.0
66.7
SAGITTARIUS
66.7
33.3
100.0
66.7
100.0
Fw

Conclusion:

S. Result:

The result is quite surprising as it shows a high correlation
between personality and astrology. Is it a fact of astrology
that the position of planets determines human personality?
It is certainly difficult to give an answer since it involves
some philosophical problems. However, from our viewpoint,
this phenomenon may be related to the widespread astrology
approach, When, an individual believed what the
astrology approach says, he may internalize these beliefs
and gradually become part of his personality. If more
and more people have the same internalization, types
of personality will decrease. It may go to the extreme
that there will only be twelve types of personality left in
the world.

Due to technical problems and limited resources, we
decided only to interview one hundred people who are over
18 years old. By fading out some problematic and unsuccessful cases, we have roughly got altogether seventy-two cases.
Thus the response rate of this research is roughly 70%.

We use SFSS for statistical processing. And the correlation between personality and constellation is statistically
supported. The graph below is plotted by Chi-Square and
Lambda and it is high enough for a significant relationship.
The general personality of each constellation is presented
in the matrix below.
In fig. \, it is very clear that each constellation has its
own distinctive character. For instance, half of the Leo
respondents have high tendency on projection, therefore,it
indicates the Leos are generally good actors and are great in
public relation, leaving others a： strong and positive impression. On the other hand, Leos lack Vision. This makes them
lack the strong motivation to “compete’，or to work.
Moreover, they are weak in creativity which means that they
are not good enough in problem-solving, in other words，
lack critical judgement. Leos are also introverts with calm
personality but rather rational in making decision.

From a more sociological view, the process can be
termed as socialization. With the help of mass media, astrology approach come into people's mind. Just as Herbert
Kmgman mentions, advertisement influence human unconciously. When an individual received three times of the
same information, the message will be stored into his
mind unconciously, and it works when he has to make
consumption decision. Astrology approach also shapes
people's personality under the same way. Through mass
media, people receive many times of the same information,
^hen they have to make decision, the message deep under
his mind will contribute a certain style of action. In other
people's eyes, their behaviours is therefore highly matched
with the astrology approach.
5. Limitations:
This research is just an exploratory study so that, there
is of course some limitations. Firstly,the sampling method h
not in a probability way. This greatly weakened the ability
of this research findings infer to the whole population.
Secondly, it is difficult to identify what is personality. Our
indentification may not clear and distinctive enough‘ Lastly,
the indicators in the questionnaire jnay not accurately
reflect what an individual's personality is •
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