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Evelution, nature and culture

ESsentialist’ Versus constructionist VIeEws on
gender

Evelutien' as naturall selection, adaptation
and pProgress

Culture as part of the “naturail
envirenment




Chinese Culture and Gender
Relations

Confucianism’ and socialt erder

Clear division of labour etween the
genders

A general patrarchal seciall system witia a
SU=System) of strict nierarchical
[elationshipr amoengst Women: linr the: family.

Eemale virtues andl value: revolve arounc
soclal reproduction




Major changes since the 20t
century, affectingl gender relations

Catherne: Hakim's - Preference eon/
equalioppertunities revelution
Contraceptive revelution

JOPS more suited torWwemen; and! Jels for
“Secondary earers: Inl the lakeur market

the Increasing Impertance: of attittdes,
valties, and: personal preference lifestyle
choices in medern liberal societies




Snapshot off men and Woemen in
contemporany Hong Keng

SeMEe relevant figures:

x Eertility’ rate

s EdUcational attaimment

s Occupational attainment

s Eamily fiermation and disselution

= Changing values and new: gender types:




Students in UGC funded programmes by programme
category and sex, 2006/07
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O Female

M edicine,
dentistry &
health
Sciences
Engineering
& technololgy
Business &
managem ent
Social
sciences
Arts &
hum anities
Education
Subtotal




Population aged 15+ by sex and educational
attainment, 2006
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O Upper
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O Low er secondary

| Primary

O Kindergarten and below




B Male

O Female




More couples are getting divorced,
pPeEople are getting marred later, and
AaVving fewer children Iater

DIVorce decrees In 2006 were: 17,424

Median' age: of first mariage rose firom 23.6 and
2.0 fer men and woemeniin 198 te) 26. 2 and
S, 2 respectively in 2006

Median age: of first childpitarwas: 25, 1 1 19841,
I 200611512912




Snapshot off men and Woemen in
contemporany Hong Keng

New: “preeds™ of men and Woemen
Keng il (gangrd) and Keng guy/

(gangnan)
Pual-earmer families: “rceless neusewiie:
(Wufanr chuiit): and surregate NOUSEWIVES
(fereign demestic Relpers)




Comments on the changing
elationsnip

lAcreasing neteregenous masculinities and
feminiaities

Culturalliagl or cnaos? Progress or
degeneration?

SeCIetall reactions

EVoelutien; asi adaptation), evelutien: as
Progress
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