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Mr James CHEN

Born in Hong Kong in 1961, Mr James Chen spent his primary school years in Lagos, Nigeria, where his family has
business interests. At the age of ten, he was sent to England where he was educated at Stonyhurst College. He later
received his high school diploma from a public high school in upstate New York. Mr Chen went on to the University

of Chicago, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in behavioural science in 1982.

The liberal arts tradition of the University of Chicago proved to be a lasting influence in his life. In the years that
followed, Mr Chen attended an MBA course at Columbia University, and subsequently embarked on a series of daring

and innovative entrepreneurial endeavours that included restaurants, real estate, finance, technology and healthcare.

Mr Chen returned to Hong Kong in 1990, where he took up the appointment of Asia Pacific Representative of
Trammell Crow International, which at the time was the largest real estate development company in the world. In 1995,
Mr Chen established Legacy Advisors Limited, one of the first single family service offices in the region, revolutionising

the way the family invested and preserved its wealth.

In 2003, Mr Chen established the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation in honour of his late father,
Mr Robert Chen Yet-Sen. The primary focus of the Foundation is education, specifically library and reading
programmes promoting childhood literacy, as well as out-of-classroom experiential learning. In the words of
Mr Chen, part of the Foundation’s scope and purpose is “to challenge the nature of a good education in the

Chinese context”.

In that regard, the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation was designed to take a critical approach to education by
challenging current notions of education in Chinese society. At the outset, Mr Chen realised that an organisation such
as the Foundation would provide a greater degree of administrative freedom to help society in novel ways. As he said,

the work of the Foundation offers him “the privilege to take on issues that are not necessarily popular or mainstream”.

Mr Chen is also the co-founder and a current board member of Adlens Limited. Since 2005, Adlens has been developing
unique variable focus eyewear for commercial and humanitarian markets across the world. Vision for a Nation, a UK
registered charity founded by Mr Chen and piloting in Rwanda, is perhaps the most ambitious humanitarian vision
programme ever attempted in history. By empowering Rwanda’s health workers to provide vision assessments and
affordable eyeglasses to all who need them, this programme will ensure that everyone in Rwanda who needs glasses

will have access to a pair.

Regarding the Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation’s work in the area of child literacy, education and development
in territories that include Hong Kong, Mainland China, and Western Africa, Mr Chen has expressed this view on

philanthropy: “The key is not just giving away money, but rather taking the time and effort to understand specific

community needs, and formulating strategies to meet those needs.” Mr Chen has attributed his deep commitment
to public service to the example of his father, who gave generously not only of his money, but crucially of his time
and care to his ancestral home in Qidong in Jiangsu Province, advising and admonishing the school and hospital

administrators of institutions he funded to better serve their students and patients.

It was from this example that Mr Chen took the decisive position to focus the family Foundation on building up the
quality of school libraries across China. Due to the sheer number of schools across China and the scale of the task,
the Foundation began by fostering models of “best practice” for libraries in three main areas: offering funding for

innovation, encouraging critical thinking and sharing these best practices with other schools.

Since 2005, the Foundation has worked extensively with specialist consultants trained in library science and early
childhood literacy, who can help develop and equip libraries that are most conducive to learning. To date, the Chen
Yet-Sen Family Foundation has organised three International School Library conferences devoted to fostering a
reading culture in schools, and has founded the Stone Soup Happy Reading Alliance, dedicated to increasing student

access to quality library resources in China.

The Foundation was also responsible for establishing the Hong Kong Chapter of Bring Me a Book, a charity whose
mission is to provide easy access to the best of children’s literature, inspire a love of reading among children, and
promote parent-child reading. Through its Bookcase and Bookbag Library Programmes, Bring Me a Book Hong
Kong has provided access to age-appropriate and culturally diverse books in different languages to children all over
Hong Kong, especially underprivileged communities. Today, Bring Me a Book Hong Kong is recognised as the leading

advocate of family and early childhood literacy in Hong Kong.

In addition, the Chen Family has pioneered the advancement of early education in China by establishing the Feng
Zikai Chinese Children’s Picture Book Award, a biennial award for Chinese children’s literature that seeks to highlight
the very best authors, illustrators and publishers, inspiring greater and higher-quality production of original Chinese
picture books. In 2009, the first Feng Zikai Award was won by A New Year’s Reunion, written by Yu Ligiong and
illustrated by Zhu Chengliang. This book has since been translated into English, Japanese and Korean, was chosen by
the New York Times Book Review as one of only ten Best Illustrated Children’s Books of 2011, and was included on the
New York Public Library’s list of Children’s Books for Reading and Sharing in 2011.

Mr Chairman, for his distinguished service to the cause of education both in Hong Kong and in Mainland China, and
for his commitment to many philanthropic causes, may I now present Mr James Chen to you for the conferment of

an honorary fellowship.

English citation written and delivered by Mr James Rice
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