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We are the … of Communism Director: Cui Zi’en China / 2007 / 94 mins

Director’s profile
Name: Cui Zi’en Gender: Male Religion: Catholic
Education: Chinese Academy of Social Science with an MA in Literature in 1987
Working experience: Teacher at Beijing Film Academy (1987-1991)

Cui lost his job after the disclosure of his homosexuality in 1991. He had produced many fiction films, 
such as Star Appeal (2005) and Only Child (2007); and only two documentaries: We […] (2007) and 
Queer China (2008).

Background of the film: Migrant workers and their children’s 
education in China
Most migrant workers’ incomes are below market price. They and their children do not have urban 
residential registration so they do not enjoy social welfare or access to urban public-education. 
The “experimental schools” established by migrant workers are designed for the kids without 
government permission and employ certified teachers supported by donations from charities and 
NGOs. In Guangzhou, more than 70% of migrant workers’ kids are studying in experimental schools. 

The government forced ALL experimental 
schools to close between 2006 and 2007 
because of the Beijing Olympics in 2008. 
In September 2006, the government shut 
down the Yuanhai Experimental School, 
720 students were expelled and had no 
place to study. Officials cracked down on 
their studies, so the students had “guerrilla” 
classes which shifted from place to place. 
As a result, some students transferred to 
public schools with expensive fees. Some 
students even gave up their studies. At the 
end, only 16 students and 1 teacher were 
left in Yuanhai.

Synopsis

It took half a year, from August 2006 to 
February 2007 to make the film. It is a low 
budget production involving a handheld DV 
camera. There is no music and no 
background narration.

Production History

“…” has an implicit meaning. Ironically, the government 
leaves out many things and “root” is one of them which 
means the kids, the young or new generation in China. 

The meaning of 
We are the … of communism

The dominant type is observational as Cui used his 
camera to capture the scenes and adopted the role of a 
hidden observer. The expository mode also applies as 
Cui used a voice-over to convey some commentaries 
and to explain the situation.

Types of documentary

The film was screened mainly overseas at such events 
as the 4th Reel China Documentary Biennial 
(Columbia University, 2008), Filming East Festival 
(Oxford, 2008) and Mini Film Festival about Cui at 
Indie Space (Korea, 2009).

Distribution

1. Haiyuan Lu, 2004, Zou jin cheng shi : nong min gong de she hui bao zhang, Beijing : Jing ji guan li chu ban she, p.2.

2. Xiaoming Sui, 2005, Zhongguo mingong diaocha, Beijing : Qun yan chu ban she, p.284.
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In Hong Kong, many students take education for granted; We […] provides them with a perspective 
suggesting that some children do not have the right to study. Besides, We […] has the potential to 
encourage students from mainland China as they might have similar experience. Moreover, the children 
in We […] open up a new vision of what happiness could be which contrasts with the materialistic world 
of Hong Kong. More importantly, We […] gives us a more comprehensive understanding of China; we 
need to know the dark side of China and to be critical, so as to avoid chauvinism.

A 100% worth watching film

“…external criticism of China isn’t going to help .” 
Ao Kong 

Reception - Chinese

“…long term confrontation which cannot be solved 
in a short period of time. We should also look at the 
dark side of our country in order to get a more 
comprehensive viewpoint .” Edith Chiu

“…good job without overly moral or patronizing 
tones. I’m amazed by the fact that there are 
people like Cui, who tackle very current social 
problems .” Dr. Nakajima

“…reaffirms many of the West’s assumptions 
about the Chinese government… ” Dr. Hooper

Q: The word “communism” is very sensitive in China. Do you meet any obstacles in using it?

C: We did worry that the government might intervene because of the word “communism”. But, this is 
    really a key word for us to express the meaning. So, we insisted on keeping “communism”.

Q: Did the government intervene in your production?

C: Not really, there were no interventions from the central government, but local officials did interrupt 
    the process.

Q: Why do you film the migrant worker’s children instead of homosexuals?

C: Both groups are marginalized, disadvantaged and oppressed.

Q: How did audiences respond to the film?

C: I have been to America for screenings. The audiences generally felt sad and the film reminded them 
    of their childhood, especially in the case of the Chinese Overseas.

Reception - Foreign

Interview with Cui (Q - Question, C- Cui)

1. What do you feel after watching ‘We’?
2. What is it that you might not have, but they 
    do have it?
3. What if you were the kids in the film?
4. Is ‘going to school’(education) a child’s right?
5. What is the social status of this group of 
    children and teachers?
6. Should we give up the study opportunities 
    of the kids in order to run the Olympics?

1. What comments do you have?
2. What do you think is/are the problem(s) if the 
    children do not get a chance to have an education?
3. Why do you think the responses from Chinese 
    and foreigners are so different?
4. Should we give up the study opportunity of the kids 
    in order to get economic benefits or world recognition?
5. Is it possible to relate the issue of children’s 
    rights to the issue of Liu Xiaobo?

Questions for secondary school students
Junior Senior

3. Columbia Daily Spectator (assessed October 30)

4. Ms. Edith Chan, e-mail message, November 3

5. Dr. Seio Nakajima, e-mail message, November 1 

6. Dr. Don Hooper, e-mail message, November 1
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